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YOUNG PEOPLE ON CAMP

60
LEADERS ON CAMP

13

A TRULY EXCELLENT ADVENTURE!

On Friday 5th June 2015, 73rd Reading Scout Group descended upon Youlbury 
Scout Activity Centre in Oxfordshire for its first group camp in more than 2 years!

A lot had changed between this group camp and the last.

For the first time ever, our group contingent included two Beaver colonies, an 
Explorer colony, and members of Network (scouting for 18-25s). All of this on top 
of our thriving Cub and Scout sections, our adult volunteers, and the support of 
all of you wonderful parents.

Between the four sections of young people we had at the camp, there were 26 
distinct activities - some for the sections on their own, but many were games and 
tasks that brought different sections together for the first time!

WHAT DID THE YOUNG PEOPLE SAY?

“I love flapjacks! We just made them. Did you eat one? Let me take you to them so you can eat one!” - Beaver

“I am the boss. Fastest lap time on the assault course. Could have done it even with my eyes closed.” - Cub
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WHAT DID THE LEADERS SAY?

“I absolutely loved the Adventure Course activity - blindfolded, tied together, backwards or beating their 
personal best, every way was fun for everyone!” - Jan Dray, Cub Leader

“There were a range of adventures for kids of all ages to get involved in. For some it would have been their 
first time away from home and the children were a joy to be around!” - Hannah Edwards, Scout Leader. 
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WHAT DID THE YOUNG PEOPLE SAY?

“Good mix of fun and chilled stuff, and the food was pretty good. Yeah, good weekend. Kinda nice to see all the 
littler and bigger people.” - Scout

“What do you want a quote for? Ok, well, camp was good. How’s that?” - Explorer.

WHAT DID THE LEADERS SAY?

“It was a great weekend. My first with all the 4 sections since becoming a leader, and I was very impressed with 
the way that the older kids looked after and helped the younger ones.” - Ben Williams, Scout Leader

“I was glad to see the Beavers being welcomed so warmly by the Cubs, Scouts and Explorers, and getting a 
chance to see what they have to come as they grow up in Scouting!” - Darren Wright, Beaver Leader 

“It was wicks.” - Will Paddick, Explorer Leader

LITRES OF SQUASH DRUNK

12
PIECES OF CAKE CONSUMED

187
BANANAS EATEN

148

A LEADER’S PERSPECTIVE

Not everyone gets a chance to go to a group camp. 
Growing up, my scout group certainly didn’t ever do them 
- and even locally, we’re one of only a few groups that 
have run more than one in the past decade.

This weekend was fantastic for the leaders, fantastic for 
the young people, and fantastic for the group as a whole.

Nothing, I think, quite shows off the long-term value of 
scouting than getting everyone together and letting them 
experience it first-hand.

We couldn’t really have asked for better weather! 
Everyone got to mingle and learn from each other in the 
sunshine, eat meals with mixed age groups, and 
generally see what a great family we’ve got here at 73rd 
Reading.

The fun and teamwork that we’ve experienced during this 
camp will stay with us all - leader to Beaver - for a really 
long time. Here’s to the next one!

A YOUNG PERSON’S PERSPECTIVE

I started as a Beaver when I was six and now I’m fifteen. 
It’s pretty embarrassing to think back to being a Beaver, 
but you can’t really ignore it when they’re running around 
in front of you!

It’s been a really cool weekend. I remember going on a 
group camp when I was in Cubs and that was great but 
going as one of the older kids was even better. It feels 
good to help the younger ones out and kind of show 
them the way, but it’s nice to get to do stuff with your own 
section too.

It’s great that the Beavers get to come too. We have 
loads of people, when you go to your own meetings 
every week you don’t get to see that. It feels great to be 
part of a big community.

The food has been epic, though I would definitely have 
liked more of it. Amazing weather though. So good to just 
be outside all weekend. Definitely hope that we get to do 
another group camp before I get too old to go on them!
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